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Overleaf is a draft of the proposed letter to be sent to every Councillor on Monday.

Having read the Report and the Supporting Document I think we have a clear need to make a serious last ditch attempt to at least ensure the issue of the human settlement is clearly identified in policy 3.9 FLOODING.

The threat within the Report in respect of deleting M6.6 is breathtaking:  if you look carefully at the timetable of the next Mineral Plan round you will see that if the M6.6 allocation is deleted at this round there is no detriment to Tarmac at all:  they have the right to continue working on the planning application for the existing allocation area.

From what I gather even when the EA has agreed any modelling it will require significant time to verify (up to 6 months has been quoted informally) and only then can the laborious process of a planning application really begin although I suppose some overlap would occur.

That planning process will take some months:  in reality I would say that the earliest Tarmac will start any extraction would be mid 2007.

The reserves are adequate for at least 12 - 14 years in the existing allocation:  there is absolutely no argument whatsoever that Tarmac could advance now that a deletion of M6.6 at this time would lead to loss or detriment.  There were enough questions existing in the first place as to the timescale re the Western Extension.  The Extension is not required for economic reasons.

I hope that all effort will be made on Thursday to stop this farcical process.  The problems have been created by the Council not objectors and it all started with Mick Warner’s remarkable handling of the matter at the outset and has continued with fixed voting on a Plan.

