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  I met with Paddy last Friday on another matter but he also wanted to review issues around flooding data.  This letter is in response – I understand it is Paddy’s intention to speak with Peter Webster on the matter of whether NCC ought to seek some independent overview of all the modelling.

  What I think is going to happen is a classic battle between the views of 2 major consultancies in floodplain modelling techniques.  This creates a problem if the intention indicated by Mike Hankin is to solely rely on the EA advice :  it might not be the definitive answer but merely an expert opinion which differs with JBA because EA is relying on Black and Veatch not EA staff.

  I share Bob Beckett’s comments on this which is that where the experts demonstrate inconsistency the decision in law must take the precautionary approach.

  There is also the issue that all this will come before Members on the Planning Committee:  whilst they will rely on the Officer’s Report and Recommendation we know the Officers are not experts and must ask how will they question the various elements effectively without expert support in the assessment of views.  The report to Cabinet worried me as I have already noted to you.

  I will not be attending Kelham on 7th and I do not know anyone who is:  I regret that Roger Blaney has effectively scuppered this which was intended to achieve best results for all at risk communities:  we all share the view that he should reconsider his role and in the meanwhile we should concentrate on the Village Partnership.

Kind regards

