Cllr Andy Stewart

Beesthorpe Manor Farm

CAUNTON

Newark

Nottinghamshire

NG25 6AT


31 Jan 05

(a) GEFAG INVITATION TO NEIGHBOUR VILLAGES

(b) GRANT re LAPTOP

(c)  QUARRY ENTRANCE
( A ) I have despatched initial invitations to Bleasby, Hoveringham, Caythorpe, Lowdham, Bulcote and Gunthorpe Parish Councils for a joint meeting on Thursday 24th February starting 7pm at The Anchor PH.  Each is invited to nominate 2 representatives.

Needless to say I enclosed a wad of information which includes a summary of my presentation on 19 May 2004 to act as a reminder of why the Flood Forum was considered desirable.

We feel that if you are agreeable the chairmanship of the meeting should be carried out by yourself as a continuation of 19 May 2004.  An enclosure to this note sets out preliminary thinking re objectives of the evening discussion.  A fundamental issue is to see if the other parishes will put a funding stream in place to tap into our research -  the figure of £250 is the minimum value sought.  This is using s137 monies.

Also enclosed is copy material relating to press articles recently in Post and Advertiser:  of particular note is the issue generated from the Advertiser article and the response from Paul Lockhart.  Once again it seems to us that left and right simply can not harmonise but finish up sending error messages.  This bureaucratic muddle is infuriating and wasteful.

( B )  In respect of the issue of setting GEFAG up with laptop and video projection I take this opportunity to provisionally request your consideration for a grant towards the costs of this.   From personal resource I can supply analogue video deck professional equipment to play through a video projector.

To some extent the real decision on this will require taking the reaction on 24th February into account.  If the other Parishes get behind GEFAG by subscribing then we can really justify the requirement.  A nominal budget for NEW kit would be in order of £2000 split £750 PC and £1250 projector.

If the reaction to setting up a sub-group is muted then this aspect can be ditched:  GEFAG can plod on with basic pen and paper at local level.

( C )  Quarry Entrance – Richard Hunt has yet to reply I believe to the response letter after the initial responses.  My next step is to obtain the required information within the facilities given by Freedom of Information Act and Richard Hunt advises that this must be therefore re-presented as a question.

I will prepare such a request.

I have written this morning to Jan Bajcar (PA to Mike Evans / Planning / N&SDC) advising of 24 February meeting and asking if there are any plans for a Forum date.  Unless you guide us otherwise it was not the intention on 24th to invite Cllr Roger Blaney since the exercise is to establish the potential village floodplain group and set down agreed objectives and strategy.

As you will note this group will work within the Forum – and RB did say to me that he foresaw such an opportunity.  From what I understand from Emergency Planning at Kelham there is still a woeful lack of detail – and even that detail is not accurate:  there is a huge task to undertake to get this right and we have to motivate the communities.

The problem is that it is admitted that the Emergency response for this is going to fall well short as the scale of event increases.  N&SDC are still advocating sandbags etc but the logistics are hopeless in excess of practical application for an event exceeding 1 in 25:  ie the 2000 event would not be covered even.   N&SDC has a nominal 25 bags per household (no commercial at all) – the EA 100 year prediction for Gunthorpe is 215 properties affected in terms of the new mapping.  We still do not have a correlation of threshold value to flood level value:  this will sharply reduce the 215 actual internal flood risk properties.  We are being left to sort out all our own problems again.

Kind regards

Roger Fell

